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bodies and limbs which they had while living on this earth...
down to the very skin and hair ?"   He answered, " I believe
that God is almighty; if He wishes it, He will certainly do
it; and I believe He does wish it."   Lastly I said, "How
long is eternal life ? is it as long as a hundred years ?"   To
which he replied, " What sayest thou ?   It is longer than a
good hundred thousand years."   Then said I, "Thou hast
spoken very well; I give thee leave to depart."   The Biirger-
meister of Halle, and many others who stood by, said then,
" If Father Busch had questioned us so closely, we could not
have answered him so exactly " (tarn formaliter).   I asked at
dinner-time (for all we priests dined together with the priest
of St Mary's at Halle), " How did that farmer know how
to answer so exactly ?"   And they told me that the priest
of that parish forbade their suffering any man to dine or
make merry with them at the tavern, until he had first said
his Pater, Ave, and Creed; "wherefore," said they, "they
speak to each other of these things, and have got so perfect
a memory and understanding thereof."
($) The other side of this subject is shown by a series of synodal
decrees of the Church, in all countries. That of Abp Peckham, in 1281,
.formed a model for other English archbishops and bishops, who repeat
his pleas, sometimes almost textually, all down the Middle Ages* It has
been argued by some modem apologists that these decrees constitute
a proof of pastoral care on the part of the medieval Church ; but these
writers omit the two tell-tale opening sentences.
D. Wilkins, Concilia, voL II. (i;37)> P- 54, "Of the Instruction of the
Simple."
The ignorance of priests casteth the people into the ditch
of error; and the folly or unlearnedness of the clergy, who
are bidden to teach the faithful concerning the Catholic
Faith, doth sometimes tend rather to error than to sound
doctrine. For some blind clergy do not always visit those
places which are known to need most the light of truth,
,as saith the Prophet: "The little ones have asked for bread,
and there was none to break it unto them " ; and as another
Prophet crieth: " The needy and the poor seek for waters,
- .and there are none; their tongue hath been dry with thirst"
(Lam* iv, 4; Is. xli. 17). Wherefore, in remedy of these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